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CHITTERLINGS AND GARLIC : THE IGNORING OF THINGS PAST 
by Lawrence Schofer 
Lawrence Schofer (Jew ish) s tud ied German and East European 
his tory at the Univers i ty of Cal i fornia at Berkeley, where 
he received his Ph.D. in 1970. A s tudent of social history, 
he fir s t  worked in labor his tory in Eas tern Europe. Several 
a r t i c le s  and h i s  book,  The Forma t i on o f  a Modern Labor 
Force : Upper S i les ia, 186N9 14 (Unive�s i t y- o f  C a l i fo rn i a  
P res s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  were ba sed o n  re search d one i n  a rch ives i n  
Wroc l a w  and Ka t o w i c e ,  P o l and. H e  then t ook u p  ea r l i e r 
interes t s  by pursuing research on Jewish his tory in Germany 
and P o l and , on w h i c h  he pub l i sh e d  a r t i c le s  on h i s t o r i c a l  
method o l ogy and o n  demograph i c  change among 1 9 t h - cen t u ry 
Jew s in cen t r a l  Eu rope. He w a s  a member o f  t he facu l ty o f  
the department of history a t  the Univers i ty o f  Pennsylvania 
from 1969 to  1977.  He received a fel lowship from the Alex­
ander von Humbo l d t  Foun d a t ion f o r  rese arch in Germ any i n  
1 9 7 4 - 7 5  and w a s  a sen i o r  fe l l ow o f  t he N a t i on a l  End owment 
for the Humanities in 1977- 1978.  He later went to  bus iness 
schoo l and is  now employed in heal th care adminis trat ion. 
For the pa s t  several decades Americans have industriou s ly exam­
ined the American pas t  and present in order to unders tand the root s  of 
racism and i t s  per s i s tence in our society. The great social movement s  
o f  the pa s t  two decades have used thi s his torical examinat ion t o  help 
e rase the e f fec t s  of rac i s m  f r om our s o c iety.  The s t ru g g l e  h a s  n o t  
been an easy one, and it  has often been marked by "two steps forward , 
one s tep back." Nevertheless,  changes have come about.  Whi l e  many of 
us con t inue t o  p ronounce our �!! cu l pa , b l ac k s  and w h i t e s  t o ge t h e r  
have been w o rk ing t o  improve t h e  po s i t i on o f  b l a c k s  in o u r  s oc i e t y. 
Arguments for change are often couched in terms of the injust ices of 
t he pa s t . 
Southerners maintain pride in the soc iety of the Old South, but 
m any re cogn i ze i t s  f l a w s  as wel l .  From t he per s pe c t ive o f  D r .  Don­
norummo , it behooves Southerners in particular to look into thei r  pas t  
becau se that s o c ie t y  con t a ined s o  much o f  the good and t h e  b a d  t o­
gether. Plato as an his torian might say that the unexamined past i s  
not worth s tudying. 
Poland and Pol i sh intel lectuals are d ifferent. Poland as vict im 
i s  more l ike ly to be t he l e i t m o t i f  of t he i r  rumina t i ons on P o l i sh 
_hi s tory. Pol ish moments of glory are assoc iated with the rare mili­
t a ry and na t i onal t r iumph s ; one hard l y  bares one' s s ou l  by t a lking 
abou t ant i - S em i t i s m - - "a nece s s a ry ev i l " a s  n o t e d  by one o f  t h e  h i s ­
torians in Dr. Donnorummo ' s  es say, but hardly a major theme in Pol ish 
h i s to ry. I d oub t tha t any Po l i s h  w r i t er w o u l d  formu l a t e  P o l i s h  
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hist ory, or even Polish history since the mid-nineteenth century, in 
terms of Polish-Jewish relations in the ways that some writers have 
s poken of black-white rela tions in the Uni ted States. One should note 
that Edward lo/ynot, the author of the essay about ant i - Sem i t i sm as "a 
necessary evil," is an American student of things Pol i sh and brings an 
American perspec tive to that s tudy. 
Anti-Semi tism was a fact of  Polish poli tical l i fe in the age of 
na tiona l i sm. Adam Mickiewicz, the Polish nationa l poet,  may have been 
favorab ly d isposed to the Jews, but the movement for which he was the 
s poke s m an hard ly agreed. S ome Jew s may h ave par t i c i p a ted in the 
Pol ish revo lts of 1830 and 1863, but that hard ly endeared them to the 
hearts of other inhabitants of the Polish land s. Part icularly after 
1863 Polish spokesmen were interested in ridding themselves of for­
eigners feeding off the Polish body po l it ic - - in the west the Germans 
and the Jew s ; in the e a s t the Ukrain ians and t he Jews ; in t he north­
east the White Rus sians and the Jews; in  the cap i ta l  the Russians and 
t he Jews. Everyv1here one enc oun tered t he Jews bec ause t he i r  w ay o f  
l i fe was s o  fir m l y  intertwined with that o f  t he P o les. The 1 9 th ­
century nationa lis t drive drew on resentment bui l t  up during centuries 
of econom ic development in which some Jews acted as the visible agents 
o f  l a rge l andowners ; the new Polish na t i onali s m  a l so was fed by an 
in tense Cathol icism that drew sustenance from the trad i tion of Jews as 
k i l lers of Christ. 
Jews in Po land retained their own community. Three-quarters of 
t he Jew s in an inter-war cenGus reported Yid d i s h  as t he i r  m o ther 
tongue ; large cities 't<-7ere marked by dis t inguishable Jewish areas of 
set t lement ; politica l parties were national in character; occupat ional 
pat terns of Jews and Poles were qui te different. All of this made for 
two soc ieties. 
One should not be surprised at the emergence of ant i-Semi t ism as 
a potent pol itical force in Poland1 and the dislocat ions o f  World War 
I brought out a level of violence unseen in Pol and since the deprada­
t i ons of the Cossack revolt of 1648. First the rul ing Russians, then 
t he occ upy ing Ge rmans, and finally the Po l e s  emerging f rom t he i r  
v i c t o ries a t  t h e  pea ce treaty conference turne d  on t h e  m i l l i on s  o f  
Jews in Poland. Were a ll Poles anti-Semitic? Certainly not. D id the 
government pursue open ly anti-Semitic policies? Were the maj ority o f  
Pol ish political parties openly anti-Semitic? Yes (with the notable 
excep tion of the Peasant Party). Did the o r ganized un iversi t y  stu­
dents violently at tack Jewish s tudents? C learly. Just as a l l  whi tes 
in t he Un i ted S t a te s  are not anti-b l a ck, s o  all P o l es were n o t  ant i ­
Semit i c ;  but  ju s t  a s  one c ould and can s peak of Amer i c an s o c i e t y  as 
"racis t" in some senses, so one could and can speak of Pol ish society 
as  "anti-Semitic" in some senses. 
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Pol i sh a c adem i c  l i fe w a s  n o t  f ree o f  t he s e  prej ud i ce s ,  and a 
review of t he P o l i s h  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o fe s s i on sugge s t s  tha t w i th few 
exceptions Pol ish historians ei ther ignored the Jews ( leaving them for 
special study by Jews only) or engaged in a kind of right-wing nation­
a l i s t  his tory which blamed the Jews for many of the evi l s  of Poland. 
Dr . Donnorummo n o t e s  t h a t  " t he f a i lure t o  f o r t h r i gh t l y  c on f ront the 
is sue of ant i - Semit ism has deprived the nat ion of a valuable cathartic 
exerc ise," and he imp l ies that the Communist leadership has prevented 
this examina t ion. I think this a pecu l iarly American view born out of 
sympathy for the Poland of the Sol idarity movement ; it is not one that 
faces up to the negat ive aspec t s  of Pol i sh tradit ion. Polish history 
was and is inward l ooking in a way that usual ly has precluded exten­
s ive sel f-examination. Pol i sh academ ia has ignored the Jewish role in 
Pol ish history s ince the blossoming of his tory as an academic subject 
in the 19th century. I t  i s  hard to imagine tha t the Communist  leader­
ship needed to do a lot of convincing to bring about this s ituat ion. 
"The point is tha t Poles cannot ,  and do not want to,  forget their 
p a s t "  (Donnorummo ) .  Bu t o n l y  selec t i ons from t he i r  p a s t ,  on l y  g l o­
rious moments-- 1410, victory over the Teutonic Knight s ;  1683,  defeat 
o f  the Turks be s ieg ing Vienna ; 1 7 9 4 ,  Ko s c iu s zk o  and t he g l o r i ous 
revolt against  the partit ioning powers. Donnorummo himsel f points to 
only one example of the Pol i sh des ire to  examine the pas t ,  the noto­
rious case of the massacre of Pol ish officers at Katyn forest in 1941,  
almost certainly by the Soviet army. The incident f i t s  in wel l  with 
t he P o l i sh t r ad i t ion o f  t he P o l e s  a s  m a r t yr s ,  and i t  i s  obv i o u s  why 
the Soviet do not w i sh the inc ident discussed ; but i t s  importance for 
the Poles does not s ignify a des ire to examine the past. 
I find the compari sons between the American South and Poland to 
be sugge s t ive , bu t I think the Po l i s h  record on the Jew s and on a l l  
the minorit ies i s  s t i l l  es sent ially one o f  ignoring vas t  landscapes of 
the Pol ish countrys ide. There are many in the American South who have 
unders tood the les sons of the past in regard to  relations between the 
races; there seem to be few in Poland who are ready t o  integrate Jews 
into general Polish history. 
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